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This is a draft agenda. Times on the agenda are estimates and can vary depending on the order of business that comes before the 
board.  If you have questions regarding the agenda, please contact the Commissioners’ Office at (360) 795-8048. 

 

Agenda	
Board	of	Wahkiakum	County	Commissioners	

Regular	Meeting	
August	23,	2011	

9:30	a.m.	
	

Next	Resolution	No.	
Next	Ord 1

Call	to	Order	

inance	No.	 152‐ 1	
	

.	

.	 Flag	Salute	
9:30	a.m
9:31	a.m

Approval	of	Regular	Meeting	Agenda	9:32	a.m.	
___________
9:33	a.m.	 Consent	Agenda	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

All	matters	listed	within	the	Consent	Agenda	have	been	distributed	to	each	member	of	
the	Board	of	Wahkiakum	County	Commissioners	for	reading	and	study,	are	considered	
routine,	and	will	be	enacted	by	one	motion	of	the	Board	with	no	separate	discussion.		If	
separate	discussion	is	desired,	that	item	may	be	removed	from	the	Consent	Agenda	and	
placed	on	the	Regular	Agenda	by	request.	

	
A. Minutes	of	August	16,	 011	2

 RB. esolution	No.	121‐11	
C. Vouchers	
D. Labor	Day	Closure	

____________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________	___________ _
	

Public	Comment	(public	comment	is	limited	to	three	minutes	per	person)	9:35	a.m.	

Review	Commissioners’	Calendars	
	
	 	
	
9:40	a.m.	 wNe 	Business	

1. Board	of	Equalization	–	Approval	to	Reconvene	(action)	
2. Amendment	to	August	9,	2011	Regular	Meeting	Minutes	(action)	

 

	
Unfinished	Business	
1.		E‐911	Contract	~	Joannie	Bjorge	(action)	

	9:45	a.m.	
	 	

:50	a.m 	
	

y)	
9 . Health	and	Human	Services	

	 1.		WSDOT	Contract	–	Chris	Holmes	(discussion/review	onl
	 2.		HUD	Contracts	–	Chris	Weiler	(discussion/review	only)	

	
	
	
	
10:00	a.m.	 d r	Au i

1. C
2. 	

tor	~	Diane	Tische
 ensus	(discussion)	

	
Assessor	~	Bill	Coons	
1.		Request	for	Extra	Help,	Pro essional	Fees	&	Staffing	2011	&	2012	(discussion)	

10:10	a.m.	
	 	 f
	
10:20	a.m.	 bPu lic	Works	~	Pete	Ringen	

1. Notice	of	Work	by	County	Forces	–	Elochoman	Valley	Road	(discussion)	
2. Resolution	Closing	East	Bound	Lane	of	Steamboat	Slough	Road	(action)	
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Commissioners	Reports	
	
Unfinished/Other	Business	

	 	

		 	
	
RECESS	

1:00	p.m.	 Work		Session	~	Seal	Slough		
	
	
	

 
 
Work Sessions are an opportunity for Board members to discuss issues informally with staff and 

 invited guests.  The Board encourages members of the public to attend Work Sessions and listen to  
 the discussion, but there is generally no opportunity for public comment.  Members of the public  
 wishing to address the Board are welcome to do so during the Board’s regularly scheduled meetings  
 held weekly.   

	
	 	 Executive	Session		
	 (The	Board	may	recess	into	Executive	Session	to	consider	employment	or	dismissal	of	personnel,	to	

review	the	performance	of	a	public	employee,	to	consult	with	legal	counsel,	to	consider	the	position	to	be	
taken	in	collective	bargaining,	to	consider	acquisition	or	sale	of	real	estate,	or	other	matters	per	RCW	
42.30.110)	

	
	

Adjour ment	n
	

Complete	copies	of	the	current	Board	of	Commissioners	Meetin genda	packets	can	be	viewed	at	the	Board	of	Commissioners	g	a
Office.	

	
This	meeting	is	accessible	to	persons	with	disabilities.		Please	call	360‐795‐8048	if	you	require	special	accommodations	to	

participate	in	this	meeting.	
	



Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners 
Agenda 

 
Meeting Date:  August 23, 2011 

 
Department/Staff Member Attending:  

      
 
Agenda Subject: 
 
Amendment to August 9 BOCC Minutes  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Background Summary: 
 
After reviewing the approved minutes Chris Holmes noted the term “affordable” should 
be removed and “units of” should be substituted.  See Chris’ email attached.   
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Financial Impact:  (include fund number and balance in fund) 
 
None 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Alternatives: 
 
1)  Do not amend the minutes 
2)  
  
____________________________________________________________________ 
Recommended Action: 
__X _  Approve/Adopt  _____ Schedule Public Hearing/Meeting 
_____ Information/Discussion _____ Continue Public Hearing/Meeting 
_____ Other _____________________________________________________ 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: 
 
Move to amend the August 9 regular meeting minutes on page 3 under the heading of 
“Continuity of Care Housing Group” to reflect that “16 to 20 units of house can be built.   
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(BELOW TO BE COMPLETED BY CLERK OF BOARD 
 

BOCC ACTION: 
_____ Approved _____ Denied  _____ Tabled/Deferred/No Action Taken 
_____ Continued to Date: ___________  _____ Other: ______________________ 





Index #136 

Operation Manager position vacant while Weiler fills the new position. Bright will continue to oversee 
issues at policy level, prepare for the next Public Health Standards Site Visit, supervise the HHS 
management team and public health staff, and continue her development of community and state 
relationships. Bright pointed out that by reducing her hours to 89.5 per month, the county will save 
$45,232. Bright also asked the board to set the annual salary of the Deputy Director at $64,850 which 
is $10,000 over Weiler's current salary. Weiler's additional duties will include filling in for her during 
her absences, the day-to-day emergency preparedness and response activities, and HHS strategic 
planning as they relate to the department's goals and objectives. It was M/S by Commissioners Brady 
and Cothren authorizing the reduction of the HHS Director position to 89.5 hours a month and creating 
a HHS Deputy Director position setting the salary at $64,840 annually effective September 1, 2011 for 
18 months. Carried. Marsyla stressed to Bright that should she return to full-time, the position of 
Deputy Director would terminate and Weiler, should he choose, would return to his previous position 
and salary. 

Continuity of Care Housing Group 

Present: HHS Manager Chris Holmes, Community Outreach Coordinator Jackie Jones, Suzanne Holmes, 
TRSN Director Bill Hardy, Town Councilman Steve McNicholas, Mike Reardon from SW Washington 
Agency on Aging and Disabilities, and Dan Freedman from Longview Housing Authority. 

HHS Manager Chris Holmes presented a background on the Affordable Housing Bill created in 2006 by 
the Washington Legislature. This bill was aimed at increasing the stock of safe affordable housing for 
the very low income population with the particular focus on the disabled. This model was expanded in 
2005 with the Ending Homelessness Bill allowing an additional recording fee to be placed into the 
Wahkiakum Housing Fund. The goal was to establish a 10 year plan to decrease homelessness by 50% 
by 2015. Development of strategies for achieving this goal was left to the local communities. 
Wahkiakum County formed a loose coalition around housing issues in the late 1990's to assess the 
local needs. This coalition found the most pressing need currently was to significantly increase the 
stock of affordable housing accessible to county residents with low income, and particularly those with 
disabilities. In 2010 the Department of Commerce began transitioning to a new way of contracting for 
housing services. In the new more flexible funding contracts, there will be a requirement for dollar for 
dollar cash match with local funds. This match can be paid from the County's Affordable and Homeless 
Housing Fund which has a current balance of$100,939.60. 

The committee feels this is a good time for our community to explore the beginning phases of a project 
as property costs are low and asked the board for their consensus to allow the committee to negotiate 
a non-binding agreement for the purchase of a piece property on which 16 to 20 affordable houses 
could be built. The board agreed by consensus to allow the negotiating of a non-binding agreement for 
real property for future use, but stressed the need to hold public discussions before they would 
consider the purchase of any property. 

Washington Counties Risk Pool 

Vyrle Hill, Executive Director and David Goldsmith, Member Services Manager, discussed with the 
board the possibility of Wahkiakum County joining the Washington Counties Risk Pool. Goldsmith 
stated the pool's mission is to provide comprehensive and economical risk coverage, reduce the 
frequency and severity of losses; and decrease costs incurred in the managing and litigation of claims. 
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Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners 
 

Date: August 10, 2011 
By:   Joannie Bjorge 
  

 
Issue:  
The E911 Contract for 2011-2013 needs to be signed. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Background Information: 
 
In the past this has been a yearly contract, but for budgetary reasons, all the State 
contracts have been changed to biennial contracts, therefore the monetary value of 
the contract has doubled.  All else appears the same as past years. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recommendation: 
 
Sign the contract 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Alternatives: 
 
1)   n/a 
2) 
3) 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Financial Impact: 
 
 Revenue for county E911 services 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Funds Available: 
 
n/a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             



















Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners 
Date: 8/23/11 
By:  Pete Ringen, PWD/County Engineer 

 
Issue:  Advertisement regarding County Road Force work on Elochoman Valley Road 
milepost 10.7 to 11.2     
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Background Information : 
The Legislature amended law in 2009 which requires advertisement in our paper of 
record when the Board makes a determination to have County forces complete work over 
$10,000 in value. This plan for Elochoman Valley Road was first set out in the Annual 
Construction Program for 2011 which was adopted last fall.  
 
Although the hearing for the Annual Construction Program was advertised, and a public 
hearing was held during which any member of the public could comment on the plan to 
use County forces to work on the Elochoman Valley Road project, the interpretation of 
the law is that a separate advertisement is required.   
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recommendation: 
Pass Motion authorizing advertisement of Notice of Work by County Forces for the 
Elochoman Valley Road project from Milepost 10.7  to 11.2 .   
________________________________________________________________________ 
Alternatives: 

1) None recommended  
______________________________________________________________________ 
Financial Impact: 
 
Minimal cost of the advertisement.      
  _______________________________________________________________________ 
Funds Available: 
 
There are sufficient funds available in the Road Fund for the Notice of Work 
advertisement.   
    
 
 
 
file:cover page 



Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners 
Date: 8/23/11 
By:  Pete Ringen, PWD/County Engineer 

 
Issue:  Resolution to close east bound lane of Steamboat Slough Road at milepost 2.1.     
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Background Information : 
The US Army Corps constructed a rock revetment to protect the dike adjacent to the Julia 
Butler Hansen Refuge for the Columbian Whitetail Deer in the mid-1970’s. In the late 
1990’s this revetment was compromised, and a section of the revetment was reinforced 
with additional rip-rap placed at a flatter slope. That project was funded through a 
supplemental disaster appropriation to U.S Fish and Wildlife Service and was associated 
with the 1996 flood event.  
 
A new area of failure in the rock revetment was discovered this spring, beginning just 
downstream from the area that was reinforced in the late ‘90s. The rock protection along 
a length of the dike at milepost 2.1 is no longer in place, subjecting the dike to the erosive 
forces of the Columbia River, ship wakes, and wave action. Steamboat Slough Road is 
supported by the dike, and the east bound or water-ward lane is now compromised due to 
lack of support because of continuing erosion. For safety of the traveling public, it is 
necessary to close this lane.  
 
Funding assistance from FEMA and from the Portland District of the US Army Corps has 
been sought, however to date they indicate the problem does not fit within their program 
parameters or funds have not been appropriated that can address the issue. Public Works 
plans to team with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Diking District No. 4 to hire 
coastal engineering specialists to assist with conceptual plans for options and 
development of cost estimates.     
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recommendation: 
Pass Resolution closing the east bound lane of Steamboat Slough Road at milepost 2.1.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
Alternatives: 

1) None recommended  
______________________________________________________________________ 
Financial Impact: 
 
There will be a relatively small cost for Public Works personnel to deploy barricades and 
signing. The cost of repairs to the dike is yet to be determined, but is expected to cost 
hundreds of thousands of dollars.     
  _______________________________________________________________________ 
Funds Available: 
 
There are sufficient funds available in the Road Fund for the deployment of the 
barricades and signing.   
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