Amended Agenda at 9:16:12 AM, on 1/13/2020

Agenda
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
January 14, 2020
9:30 a.m.
Next Resolution No.
Next Ordinance No.
8:00 a.m.

005‐20
167‐20

Cowlitz‐Wahkiakum Council of Government – Regional Information Forum

9:30 a.m.
Call to Order & Flag Salute
9:32 a.m.
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda
___________________________________________________________________________
9:33 a.m.
Consent Agenda
All matters listed within the Consent Agenda have been distributed to each member of the Board of Wahkiakum County
Commissioners for reading and study, are considered routine, and will be enacted by one motion of the Board with no
separate discussion. If separate discussion is desired, that item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on
the Regular Agenda by request.

A. Regular Meeting Minutes of January 7, 2020
B. Resolution No. 05-20 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Electronic Communications Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers
properly chargeable from this fund in the amount of $4,889.98
C. Voucher Approval - $ 73,958.53
D. Notice of Public Hearing on an ordinance regarding reducing the speed limit on Crown
Camp Road to 25 mile per hour
E. Notice of Johnson Park Meeting on Wednesday, January 29th at 6:00 p.m.
F. Resolution No. 06-20 a resolution establishing the rate for mileage reimbursement to
county officials and employees for the use of personal vehicles in connection with county
business and amending Section 2.59.120 of the Revised Code of Wahkiakum County
___________________________________________________________________________
9:35 a.m.
Public Comment
(The commissioners are a direct link between citizens and Wahkiakum County. Comments on county programs and
topics of concern are welcome during this portion of the meeting. NOTE: During this portion of the meeting, the public
is encouraged to comment on issues that are not on the agenda for decision action. Public comment is limited to three
minutes per person)

Review Commissioners’ Calendars
9:40 a.m.

New Business
1. Appointment to the Johnson Park Board

9:45 a.m.

Sheriff’s Office ~ Beau Renfro, DEM Coordinator
1. Contract for purchase of a new 911 call handling system

9:50 a.m.

Health & Human Services ~ Chris Bischoff, Director
1. Contract Amendments with Great Rivers Behavioral Health Organization

9:55 a.m.

Commissioner Reports
Adjournment

Complete copies of the current Board of Commissioners meeting agenda packet can be viewed at the Board of Commissioners’ office.
Partial agenda packets are posted on the county’s website at https://www.co.wahkiakum.wa.us/AgendaCenter
This meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities.
Please call 360‐795‐8048 if you require special accommodations to participate in this meeting.

This is a draft agenda. Times on the agenda are estimates and can vary depending on the order of business that comes before the board.
If you have questions regarding the agenda, please contact the Commissioners’ Office at (360) 795-8048.

Wahkiakum Board of County Commissioners
District No. 1 Commissioner: Mike Backman
District No. 2 Commissioner: Daniel L. Cothren, Chair
District No. 3 Commissioner: Gene Strong

MINUTES
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
January 7, 2020
Chair Dan Cothren called the regular meeting of the Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners to order on
January 7, 2020, at 9:30 a.m. in the third‐floor public meeting room of the Wahkiakum County Courthouse
located at 64 Main Street in Cathlamet, Washington.
Present: Chair Dan Cothren, Commissioner Mike Backman, Commissioner Gene Strong, Clerk of the Board
Beth Johnson, HHS Director Chris Bischoff, PW Director Chuck Beyer, Sheriff Mark Howie, Undersheriff Gary
Howell, Auditor Nicci Bergseng, Deputy Auditor Kaelee Dearmore, Treasurer Tammy Peterson.
Flag Salute
Chair Dan Cothren led the flag salute.
Regular Meeting Agenda
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Backman and Strong approving the regular meeting agenda for January 7,
2020. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.
Consent Agenda
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Backman and Strong approving the consent agenda for January 7, 2020.
Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved. The consent agenda contained the
following items:
A. Verified Claims by Commissioner Dan Cothren ‐ $262.74
B. Regular Meeting Minutes of December 31, 2019
C. Resolution No. 01‐20 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the County
Properties Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of voucher properly chargeable to
said fund in the amount of $4,958.45
D. Resolution No. 02‐20 a resolution approving payment of county obligation for the Fish
and Food Processing Center at Wahkiakum High School in the amount of $92,423.68
E. Resolution No. 03‐20 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the Criminal
Justice Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly chargeable to
said fund in the amount of $950.00
F. Resolution No. 04‐20 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Electronic Communications Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers
property chargeable to said fund in the amount of $67.18
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G. Voucher Approval ‐ $837,859.90
H. Holiday Closure: Martin Luther King Jr. Day – Monday, January 20, 2020
Public Comment
Stephan Dillon, Manager of Hancock Forest Management, introduced himself to the Board and to the public.
A resident discussed a state law that allows parents/guardians of a mentally ill child, ages 13 to 18, to obtain
a diagnosis and treatment plan. Chris Bischoff, HHS Director, then discussed Wahkiakum County’s crisis
response protocol.

Public Works
Federal Highway Administration Funds Transfer Agreement – Steamboat Slough Road
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Strong and Backman to approve of the Chair’s signature on the Funds
Transfer Agreement with Western Federal Lands Highway Division in the amount not to exceed $28,627.00
for construction. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.
Flooding Update
Chuck Beyer, Public Works Director, provided an update on flood conditions. There have been a few minor
slides and several areas of water over roadways. In addition, there was a loader on the Foster Road bridge
overnight, pushing logs under the bridge to prevent damage and blockages.
Stephan Dillon, Hancock Forest Management, discussed the status of the slide area on the Elochoman Valley
Road. Dillon advised that they are in decommissioning mode regarding the two houses that are in potential
danger of the slide. All asbestos has been removed from both houses to ready the structures for either
demolition or for training burns by the local fire districts.

Board of Health
Chris Bischoff, HHS Director, discussed the Health & Human Services Advisory Board. This Board meets once
per month and provides important feedback to the HHS Department. It is made up of community members
as well as representatives from various entities including the school district, Chamber of Commerce, Sheriff,
Family Health Clinic, County Commissioners and the St. James Family Center. However, they are missing
representation from the west side of the county, and Bischoff requested that the Commissioners attempt to
locate a representative from that end of the county.
Bischoff also provided an influenza update. There have been 19 deaths in the state this flu season; including
2 children and 17 adults. Washington state is experiencing above normal risk this flu season. Bischoff
emphasized that most flu deaths are preventable by obtaining a flu vaccine annually and that the vaccine is
the only way to prevent the flu.

Commissioner Reports
Commissioner Dan Cothren discussed the pending lawsuit against the Department of Natural Resources
regarding the conservation plan for the marbled murrelet as well as the sustainable harvest yield. The
American Forest Resources Council and several school districts, junior taxing districts and timber counties are
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part of the suit. Cothren stressed again that the timber trusts exist for the benefit of their specific
beneficiaries, including the counties and the schools; they are not public trusts. Cothren has continued to
work extensively with both the Solutions Table and the Encumbered Lands Committee to put proposals
before the legislators this session.
Commissioner Cothren left the meeting at 9:55 a.m.
Commissioner Mike Backman attended the Conservation District Meeting and has also continued his work
on fisheries restoration issues. He met with Cowlitz County Commissioner Dennis Weber and Todd Olson
from the Lower Columbia Fish Recovery Board, to strategize how to better utilize local Marine Resource
Committees (MRC) in the battle to restore fisheries in southwestern Washington. Later this month Backman
will meet in Olympia with County Commissioners from Cowlitz, Wahkiakum, Pacific and Grays Harbor
counties to encourage the legislature to use the local MRCs, with the focus on local representation, to address
habitat restoration and fisheries issues.
Commissioner Gene Strong has been preparing for the start of the Legislative Steering Committee meetings
which will begin later this week. He discussed the proposal to have an elected coroner in every county, which
he opposes as it is not beneficial for smaller counties. Strong also discussed the Grays River Habitat
Enhancement District (GRHED); they have developed a proposal to address the Grays River. Commissioner
Cothren will attend the next GRHED in Strong’s absence, to listen to the presentation regarding the proposal.

Bid Opening
Election Tabulator
The Clerk of the Board opened and read aloud the sole bid that was received; the bid was from Clear Ballot.
Clear Ballot

$70,395

Includes hardware, software and project management,
implementation and training, with an annual hardware license fee
of $2,340 and an annual software license fee of $5,150.

Demonstration
Wahkiakum School District Robotics Club
The Robotics Club from the Wahkiakum School District provided a demonstration of their robots to the Board
and they discussed their past and future competitions.

Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the board, Chair Dan Cothren adjourned the meeting at 10:35
a.m.

Attest: _______________________________
Elizabeth Johnson
Clerk of the Board
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Approved: ______________________________
Daniel L. Cothren
Chair of the Board
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