Amended Agenda at 3:50:03 PM, on 4/30/2020

Agenda
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
May 5, 2020
9:30 a.m.
To Join Zoom Meeting on your Computer, Tablet, etc., go to the address: https://zoom.us/j/880972233
To Join Zoom Meeting from your Phone - Dial any of the phone numbers below:
1.669.900.6833 // 1.346.248.7799 // 1.929.205.6099 // 1.253.215.8782
And enter the Meeting ID when prompted: 880 972 233
Next Resolution No.
Next Ordinance No.

054‐20
167‐20

9:30 a.m.
Call to Order & Flag Salute
9:32 a.m.
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda
___________________________________________________________________________
9:33 a.m.
Consent Agenda
All matters listed within the Consent Agenda have been distributed to each member of the Board of Wahkiakum County
Commissioners for reading and study, are considered routine, and will be enacted by one motion of the Board with no
separate discussion. If separate discussion is desired, that item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on
the Regular Agenda by request.

A. Regular Meeting Minutes of April 28, 2020
B. Resolution No. 54-20 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the County
Properties Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly chargeable to
said fund in the amount of $ 588.57
C. Resolution No. 55-20 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of $135.50 from the
Contingent Liabilities Cumulative Reserve Fund for medical expenses for a LEOFF
member
D. Resolution No. 56-20 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the Inter
Local Cooperative Fund for the payment of vouchers properly chargeable to said fund in
the amount of $2,500.00
E. Resolution No. 57-20 a Resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Electronic Communications Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers
properly chargeable to said fund in the amount of $1,045.08
F. Voucher Approval - $ 76,981.13
___________________________________________________________________________
9:35 a.m.
Public Comment
(The commissioners are a direct link between citizens and Wahkiakum County. Comments on county programs and
topics of concern are welcome during this portion of the meeting. NOTE: During this portion of the meeting, the public
is encouraged to comment on issues that are not on the agenda for decision action. Public comment is limited to three
minutes per person)

Review Commissioners’ Calendars
9:40 a.m.

New Business
1. Appointment to the Planning Commission

9:45 a.m.

Building & Planning ~ Dave Hicks, Building Inspector
1. Shoreline Permit #2019-2021; Steamboat Slough Dock Improvement Project

This is a draft agenda. Times on the agenda are estimates and can vary depending on the order of business that comes before the board.
If you have questions regarding the agenda, please contact the Commissioners’ Office at (360) 795-8048.
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10:00 a.m.

Board of Health

10:15 a.m.

Commissioners
1. Support for County Level COVID-19 Recovery Response
2. Commissioner Reports

10:30 a.m.

Department Head Meeting – COVID Response and CARES Act

Adjournment
Complete copies of the current Board of Commissioners meeting agenda packet can be viewed at the Board of Commissioners’ office.
Partial agenda packets are posted on the county’s website at https://www.co.wahkiakum.wa.us/AgendaCenter
This meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities.
Please call 360‐795‐8048 if you require special accommodations to participate in this meeting.

This is a draft agenda. Times on the agenda are estimates and can vary depending on the order of business that comes before the board.
If you have questions regarding the agenda, please contact the Commissioners’ Office at (360) 795-8048.

Wahkiakum Board of County Commissioners
District No. 1 Commissioner: Mike Backman
District No. 2 Commissioner: Daniel L. Cothren, Chair
District No. 3 Commissioner: Gene Strong

MINUTES
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
April 28, 2020
Chair Dan Cothren called the regular meeting of the Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners to order on
April 28, 2020, at 9:30 a.m. in the third‐floor public meeting room of the Wahkiakum County Courthouse
located at 64 Main Street in Cathlamet, Washington.
Present: Chair Dan Cothren, Commissioner Mike Backman, Commissioner Gene Strong, Clerk of the Board
Beth Johnson, Sheriff Mark Howie, HHS Director Chris Bischoff, HHS Operations Manager Duncan
Cruickshank.
Flag Salute
Chair Dan Cothren led the flag salute.
Regular Meeting Agenda
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Backman and Strong approving the regular meeting agenda for April 28,
2020. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.
Consent Agenda
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Backman and Strong approving the consent agenda for April 28, 2020. Vote:
Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved. The consent agenda contained the following
items:
A. Regular Meeting Minutes of April 21, 2020
B. Resolution No. 51‐20 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the County
Properties Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of voucher properly chargeable to
said fund in the amount of $ 475.05
C. Resolution No. 52‐20 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Electronic Communications Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers
properly chargeable to said fund in the amount of $27,013.12
D. Voucher Approval ‐ $ 89,128.11

April 28, 2020
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Public Comment
A Puget Island resident commented that the COVID outbreak has hindered the study of elk hoof disease. He
reported that WSU researchers were going to capture elk in our region this month, but now must wait until
December to capture the elk from our area.
A member of the Fair Board advised that the fair has lost a lot of revenue by not being able to hold
fundraisers.

New Business
Resolution Re: request to relax COVID related restrictions
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Backman and Strong to approve of Resolution No. 53‐50 a resolution
requesting that emergency proclamations be rescinded or amended. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and
Cothren. Unanimously approved.

Public Works
Interlocal Agreement with Pacific County for Interim Engineer Services
Pacific County’s engineer position has become vacant and they have requested that Wahkiakum County enter
into an agreement to provide interim engineer services to Pacific County.
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Backman and Strong to approve of the Interlocal Cooperative Agreement
with Pacific County, Washington, for interim engineer services. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren.
Unanimously approved.
Health & Human Services
Temperature Scanners and Hand Washing Sinks
Chris Bischoff, HHS Director, and Duncan Cruickshank, HHS Operations Manager, discussed some potential
facility improvements to enhance safety, as well as CARES Act funding. They proposed the installation of
permanent hand washing sinks as well as a scanning thermometer system. Funding from the CARES Act could
potentially be utilized for these improvements; though it is not yet final, each county will most likely receive
a minimum of $250,000 in funding to be utilized for COVID related expenditures. The funding cannot be used
to replace lost revenues. After discussion, the Board was in consensus to delay acting on the matter and to
hold a Department Head meeting to discuss the issues.
Contract for Non‐Emergency Medical Transport
The current contract rate paid through the Human Service Council for picking up non‐emergency medical
clients is $3.00. This amendment will increase the rate to $10 per pick up from April 1, 2020 until 30 days
after the “Stay at Home, Stay Healthy” order is lifted, to cover increased expenses caused by COVID‐19.
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Backman and Strong to approve of the Chair’s signature on Contract #2020‐
TSB‐14 between the Human Service Council and Wahkiakum County Health and Human Services Department
to increase the pickup fee for non‐emergency medical transportation from April 1, 2020 to 30‐days after the
Washington State ‘Stay Home, Stay Healthy’ order is lifted. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren.
Unanimously approved.
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Chamber of Commerce
Stephanie Moonen, Chamber of Commerce Director, provided an update on the Chamber’s activities. They
have just finished the ADO emergency grant application. Twenty‐three small businesses applied; from
businesses in town to farm owners. An American Red Cross hosted blood drive will be occurring today. The
PNW is having a shortage of blood supplies, however, all of the blood donation slots filled up quickly. The
Chamber is also helping with the Lions Club Helping Hands project. Lastly, Moonen reported that the status
of Bald Eagle Days is still to be determined.

Commissioner Reports
Commissioner Mike Backman reported on participating in several conference call and Zoom meetings,
including the Marine Resources Meeting. He also participated in a meeting of a local response group to
address the next steps in COVID recovery. Participants in the group come from the County, Town, Council of
Governments, Workforce, Ports, etc. Their goals include making employment resources readily available,
improving broadband access and finding ways to improve the local economy. Lastly he spoke in appreciation
of CAP who made a delivery to the west end food bank.
Commissioner Gene Strong also reported on fielding many phone calls, emails and meetings, most dealing
with COVID. The IT Committee is working on creating drive in wifi hotspots. Strong also has been working
with getting food to the food bank. Lastly, he discussed the Legislative Steering session meeting.
Commissioner Dan Cothren discussed the status of the DNR lawsuit and the local economy and the timber
industry. The closure of the construction industry has damaged the timber market. Luckily, our annual
timber harvest was sold and contracted early, so we avoided economic damage to the sale this year.
However, next year we are expecting a lower revenue timber sale.

Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m.

Attest: _______________________________
Elizabeth Johnson
Clerk of the Board

April 28, 2020

Approved: ______________________________
Daniel L. Cothren
Chair of the Board
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Cover Page
BOARD OF WAHKIAKUM COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Meeting Date:
Presenter:
Subject

04/28/2020
Duncan Cruickshank
Temperature scan for people

Background
Information

One of the major obstacles to reopening from the COVID‐19 shut down is the ability
to quickly test large numbers of people for illness. A popular plan is the use of a
thermometer to take the body temperature of people as they filter through security
lines. This requires a scanning thermometer and an employee in full PPE standing
within arm’s length of the individual. There are better tools. The need to do this
evaluation will continue until the threat of spread of COVID‐19 is considered
eliminated.
Recommendation County purchase a scanning thermometer system that does not require an
employee in full PPE. One such system is attached for Commissioner consideration.
Alternatives

Purchasing a thermometer and frequent PPE changes for staff to manage
attendance at the Courthouse.

Financial Impact

Acquisition cost of thermometry, training costs, staff dedicated to device use, a
table/desk set up to separate thermometry equipment from those being evaluated.
Remote equipment cost is $2,361. Requires computer (already in County
possession) and creation of place to locate… this is estimated to cost less than
$1,000.
Labor impact would be the cost of staff to operate the testing equipment during the
open hours of the courthouse.

Funds Available

County COVID‐19 emergency funding or facilities funding.

Action (Motion)

Move the board approve the purchase of remote temperature sensing equipment
and the training of staff to use it. Allocate funding to build a suitably protective
workstation for staff to occupy. Allocate staff time to be stationed in a work station
at facility entrance.
Move that Board require, upon acquisition of this equipment and training, that
everyone entering the Courthouse buildings be measured for temperature their
first entrance of the day, including all employees, elected officials, and citizens.
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Presenter:
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Duncan Cruickshank

Subject

Installation of permanent handwashing sinks at entrances to County public
buildings

Background
Information

The COVID19 epidemic has shown the importance of increased hand hygiene.
Critical to this is routine handwashing with soap and water. A strong
recommendation is to have handwashing sinks for both staff and visitors to use at
each building entrance.
Sinks should be accessible without needing to open a door and operate with foot
pedals to limit touch.

Recommendation Develop a plan for siting of sinks in County owned buildings. Develop specification
sheet(s) based on volume of foot traffic. Put out to bid and have equipment
installed. Ideally this would occur before facilities reopen to public after COVID19
restrictions are fully lifted.
Alternatives

Alcohol hand sanitizer stations, which although less expensive are significantly less
functional in cleaning hands.

Financial Impact

Depending on size and install cost, between $1,000 and $5,000 per unit.

Funds Available

COVID19 disaster mitigation funding or County General funds.

Action (Motion)

Move to approve County Public Works and County Public Health develop to install
soap and water handwashing stations in County facilities. Sinks to be installed
before July 1, 2020.

