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Agenda
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
July 16, 2019
9:30 a.m.
Next Resolution No.
Next Ordinance No.

091‐19
167‐19

9:30 a.m.
Call to Order & Flag Salute
9:32 a.m.
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda
___________________________________________________________________________
9:33 a.m.
Consent Agenda
All matters listed within the Consent Agenda have been distributed to each member of the Board of Wahkiakum County
Commissioners for reading and study, are considered routine, and will be enacted by one motion of the Board with no
separate discussion. If separate discussion is desired, that item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed
on the Regular Agenda by request.

A. Regular Meeting Minutes of July 9, 2019
B. Resolution No. 91-19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the County
Properties Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly chargeable
to said fund in the amount of $5,397.46
C. Resolution No. 92-19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the Inter
Local Cooperation Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly
chargeable to said fund in the amount of $3,325.93
D. Resolution No. 93-19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Electronic Communications Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers
properly chargeable to said fund in the amount of 101.98
E. Voucher Approval – $ 99,078.51
F. Voucher Approval – Transfer Batch - $ 3,750.00
G. Voucher Approval – Transfer Batch - $ 124,640.00
H. Employee Leave Share Request
I. Call for Bids for Wahkiakum High School Food Services and Fish Processing Center
Building Project, bids to be received by 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, August 6, 2019
___________________________________________________________________________
9:35 a.m.
Public Comment
(The commissioners are a direct link between citizens and Wahkiakum County. Comments on county
programs and topics of concern are welcome during this portion of the meeting. NOTE: During this portion
of the meeting, the public is encouraged to comment on issues that are not on the agenda for decision action.
Public comment is limited to three minutes per person)

Review Commissioners’ Calendars
9:40 a.m.

Auditor’s Office ~ Nicci Bergseng, Auditor
1. Resolution to provide additional services for veterans from the Veteran’s Relief Fund

9:45 a.m.

Sheriff’s Office ~ Joannie Kuhlmeyer, Chief Civil Deputy
1. 911 Contract for 2020

9:50 a.m.

Building & Planning Dept. ~ Dave Hicks, Building Inspector
1. New Road Petition for Parcel PID #6218

9:55 a.m.

Public Works ~ Paul Lacy, Engineer
1. Grant funding application for Jacobson Road pedestrian/bike access

This is a draft agenda. Times on the agenda are estimates and can vary depending on the order of business that comes before the board.
If you have questions regarding the agenda, please contact the Commissioners’ Office at (360) 795-8048
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10:00 a.m.

Health & Human Services ~ Chris Bischoff, Director
1. Two addendums with Credible Behavioral Health, Inc. for federal prescriber
2. Participating Provider agreement with Amerigroup Washington, Inc.

10:05 a.m.

Commissioner Reports

Adjournment
Complete copies of the current Board of Commissioners meeting agenda packet can be viewed at the Board of Commissioners’ office.
Partial agenda packets are posted on the county’s website at www.co.wahkiakum.wa.us/depts/bocc/BOCCAgendas.htm
This meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities.
Please call 360‐795‐8048 if you require special accommodations to participate in this meeting.
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Wahkiakum Board of County Commissioners
District No. 1 Commissioner: Mike Backman
District No. 2 Commissioner: Daniel L. Cothren, Chair
District No. 3 Commissioner: Gene Strong

MINUTES
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
July 9, 2019
Chair Dan Cothren called the regular meeting of the Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners to order on
July 9, 2019, at 9:30 a.m. in the third‐floor public meeting room of the Wahkiakum County Courthouse located
at 64 Main Street in Cathlamet, Washington.
Present: Chair Dan Cothren, Commissioner Mike Backman (via telephone), Commissioner Gene Strong, Clerk
of the Board Beth Johnson, Undersheriff Gary Howell, County Engineer Paul Lacy, HHS Director Chris Bischoff,
Extension Agent Carrie Backman, Auditor Nicci Bergseng, Treasurer Tammy Peterson, Public Works Director
Chuck Beyer.
Flag Salute
Chair Dan Cothren led the flag salute.
Regular Meeting Agenda
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Strong and Cothren approving the regular meeting agenda for July 9, 2019.
Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.
Consent Agenda
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Strong and Backman approving the consent agenda for July 9, 2019. Vote:
Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved. The consent agenda contained the following
items:
A.
B.

C.

Regular Meeting Minutes of July 2, 2019
Resolution No. 90‐19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Electronic Communications Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers
properly chargeable to said fund in the amount of $4,053.53
Voucher Approval – $ 757,980.37

Public Comment
A member of the Fair Foundation spoke about the upcoming bull riding fair fundraiser event.
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A resident commented on the difficulty with hearing some speakers in the meeting room. The Board
discussed various options including the use of a microphone and a lectern at the front of the room.
A resident questioned the status of the text notifications for the ferry. She was advised that the IT Committee
is still working on the feasibility of this service.
A Cape Horn resident questioned if the Corps has a dredging schedule posted yet.

Treasurer
PUD Privilege Tax
Tammy Peterson, County Treasurer, advised that she has received $46,356.12 in PUD Privilege Tax from the
State of WA. It was M/S/A by Commissioners Strong and Backman to approve of the Treasurer disbursing
the PUD Privilege Tax as follows: $5,736.89 to the Town of Cathlamet and $40,619.23 to the county’s Current
Expense Fund. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.

Extension Office
Update on Proposed Joint Food & Fish Processing Facility
Extension Agent Carrie Backman advised that they have rescinded the call for bids. An architect and an
engineer have been consulted to produce better drawings and specifications. Once these are completed,
then they will go out for bids again.
Milfoil
Carrie Backman, Extension Agent, has discussed milfoil control with Columbia County. She was given various
information, including that the price for aquatic weed control is very costly and difficult to do in house.
Coordinating with other entities is encouraged. She was given recommendations for private companies to
contract with.

Public Works
Johnson Park Road Proposal
Paul Lacy, County Engineer, discussed a potential traffic revision to the entrance loop road at Johnson Park.
There have been complaints that vehicles exiting the park are blocking the path of vehicles trying to enter;
the road is currently a one‐way loop going clockwise. Lacy’s recommendation was to change the traffic to a
counterclockwise loop so that traffic entering the park goes straight up the hill, then the vehicles would not
have to cross the path of the exiting traffic. The initial estimate is roughly $2,000 to paint the road and move
the signs. Commissioner Strong questioned the safety of the steep entrance grade during inclement weather.
Commissioner Backman suggested making the road two‐way going up the lesser slope hill and blocking off
the steeper hill. Lacy advised that the road is not wide enough for two lanes, but he will get a cost estimate
to widen it. After further discussion, the Board requested that Lacy return with cost estimates of the two
scenarios and the Board will work on gathering public input.
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Elochoman Valley Road Proposal
Paul Lacy, County Engineer, advised that there is a potential grant opportunity for alternative transportation
projects, such as bicycle and pedestrian paths. The Public Works Department would like to apply for this
funding with a proposal to fill the ditch on Elochoman Valley Road, from SR‐4 to past the Human Services
campus. This would result in a 5‐foot wide paved shoulder instead of the deep ditch, and it would allow for
safer bike and pedestrian travel. The estimated cost is $185,000, with $160,025 coming from the grant and
$24,975 from the county.
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Strong and Backman to approve of the Chair’s signature on the 2018‐2019
TA Project Application. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.

Health & Human Services
Agreement with Jet Computer Support
HHS Director Chris Bischoff advised that to prepare for the 2020 Behavioral Health Transition, many
information technology changes and improvements will need to be made. To facilitate this, HHS would like
to contract with a consultant that has both IT experience and experience in the behavioral health field. The
funding for the service is from a pass‐through grant from Great Rivers Behavioral Health Organization and
CPAA.
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Strong and Backman to approve of the Independent Contracting Agreement
between Jet Computer Support and Wahkiakum Health and Human Services. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman
and Cothren. Unanimously approved.
Amendment for Employee Training Expenses
This amendment provides an increase of $1,476 to cover training expenses for a new county employee in the
SNAP‐Ed program. It was M/S/A by Commissioners Strong and Backman to approve of the amendment to
Contract #GVL22835 between Washington State Department of Health and Wahkiakum County. Vote: Aye
– Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.

Commissioner Reports
Commissioner Gene Strong reported on working with the Grays River Habitat Enhancement District to
prepare for their upcoming meeting. In addition, Strong had met with Ron Wright to discuss the activities
and goals of the Wahkiakum Resource Action Plan work group.
Commissioner Backman reported on making various phone calls and preparing for his return from Alaska.
Commissioner Cothren has been working with the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) on timber related
issues. He advised that a local timber company has some acreage for sale and the DNR will be viewing these.
In addition, Cothren commented on continuing to work on erosion issues.
Order of Adjournment
Chair Dan Cothren recessed the July 9, 2019 regular meeting at 10:11 a.m., to reconvene at 5:15 p.m. on
Wednesday, July 10, 2019 at the Grays River Fire Hall located at 8 Hull Creek Road in Grays River, Washington,
for the Grays River Habitat Enhancement District meeting.
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Workshop
Grays River Habitat Enhancement District
Present: Commissioner Dan Cothren and Commissioner Gene Strong.
Commissioners Cothren and Strong attended the Grays River Habitat Enhancement District to view the
presentation of the new LiDAR data of the Grays River.

Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the board, Chair Dan Cothren adjourned the meeting
immediately following the Grays River Habitat Enhancement District meeting.

Attest: _______________________________
Elizabeth Johnson
Clerk of the Board

July 9, 2019

Approved: ______________________________
Daniel L. Cothren
Chair of the Board
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