Amended on 9/5/2019 at 9:57:26 AM

Agenda
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
September 10, 2019
9:30 a.m.
Next Resolution No.
Next Ordinance No.

119‐19
167‐19

9:30 a.m.
Call to Order & Flag Salute
9:32 a.m.
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda
___________________________________________________________________________
9:33 a.m.
Consent Agenda
All matters listed within the Consent Agenda have been distributed to each member of the Board of Wahkiakum County
Commissioners for reading and study, are considered routine, and will be enacted by one motion of the Board with no
separate discussion. If separate discussion is desired, that item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed
on the Regular Agenda by request.

A. Regular Meeting Minutes of September 3, 2019
B. Resolution No. 119-19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the …
C. Voucher Approval – $
D. Leave Share Authorization of up to 90 days for an employee in the Auditor’s Office
___________________________________________________________________________
9:35 a.m.
Public Comment
(The commissioners are a direct link between citizens and Wahkiakum County. Comments on county programs and
topics of concern are welcome during this portion of the meeting. NOTE: During this portion of the meeting, the public
is encouraged to comment on issues that are not on the agenda for decision action. Public comment is limited to three
minutes per person)

Review Commissioners’ Calendars
9:40 a.m.

New Business
1. Nomination of Sandi Benbrook-Reider to the Great Rivers Behavioral Health
Organization, LLC Advisory Board

9:45 a.m.

Public Words ~ Chuck Beyer, Director
1. Declare vehicles and equipment as surplus
2. Adopt Resolution No. _____-19 establishing equipment rental rates for 2020
3. Grant with the Department of Ecology for the 2019-2021 solid waste recycling program
and to review and update the Solid Waste Management Plan.

9:45 a.m.

Commissioner Reports

Adjournment
Complete copies of the current Board of Commissioners meeting agenda packet can be viewed at the Board of Commissioners’ office.
Partial agenda packets are posted on the county’s website at www.co.wahkiakum.wa.us/depts/bocc/BOCCAgendas.htm
This meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities.
Please call 360‐795‐8048 if you require special accommodations to participate in this meeting.

This is a draft agenda. Times on the agenda are estimates and can vary depending on the order of business that comes before the board.
If you have questions regarding the agenda, please contact the Commissioners’ Office at (360) 795-8048.

Wahkiakum Board of County Commissioners
District No. 1 Commissioner: Mike Backman
District No. 2 Commissioner: Daniel L. Cothren, Chair
District No. 3 Commissioner: Gene Strong

MINUTES
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
September 3, 2019
Chair Dan Cothren called the regular meeting of the Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners to order on
September 3, 2019, at 9:30 a.m. in the third‐floor public meeting room of the Wahkiakum County Courthouse
located at 64 Main Street in Cathlamet, Washington.
Present: Chair Dan Cothren, Commissioner Mike Backman, Commissioner Gene Strong, Clerk of the Board
Beth Johnson, Public Works Director Chuck Beyer.
Flag Salute
Chair Dan Cothren led the flag salute.
Regular Meeting Agenda
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Backman and Strong approving the regular meeting agenda for September
3, 2019. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.
Consent Agenda
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Backman and Strong approving the consent agenda for September 3, 2019.
Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved. The consent agenda contained the
following items:
A. Regular Meeting Minutes of August 27, 2019
B. Special Meeting Minutes of August 28, 2019
C. Resolution No. 115‐19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of $409.87 from the
Contingent Liabilities Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of claims related to
medical expenses for a LEOFF member
D. Resolution No. 116‐19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Criminal Justice Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly
chargeable to said fund in the amount of $210.00
E. Resolution No. 117‐19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Electronic Communications Cumulative Reserve fund for the payment of vouchers
properly chargeable to said fund in the amount of $20,550.84
F. Voucher Approval – $ 51,599.03
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Public Comment
An East Sunny Sands Road resident requested an update on beach nourishment for the Sunny Sands area.
Chuck Beyer, Public Works Director, advised that the access agreement for the Fish & Wildlife parcel is moving
forward; the Corps has agreed to the agreement and now Fish & Wildlife will receive this for their final
approval. In addition, the Corps’ Portland office advised that they will be surveying the Sunny Sands area this
winter to determine if there is enough sand available there for dredging and beach nourishment. There are
some positive signs that point to the area receiving sand during the next summer dredging season.

New Business
Request for Funding by WSAC to Conduct Economic Impact Study Regarding the Marbled Murrelet
The Washington State Association of Counties (WSAC) is requesting funding for an economic impact study
regarding the Marbled Murrelet; Pacific, Klickitat and Skamania counties are participating in this.
Wahkiakum’s requested portion is $2,400. It was M/S/A by Strong and Backman to commit to fund the study
for the long‐term conservation strategy for the marbled murrelet, in the total of $2,400. Vote: Aye – Strong,
Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.

Public Works
Notice of Ferry Closure
The ferry’s new replacement engine is having an issue that may be covered under warranty. The engine
needs to be evaluated and it must be cold for the procedure. It was M/S/A by Commissioners Strong and
Backman to authorize ferry service shut down on Monday, September 9, 2019; commencing at 5:00 a.m. until
2:00 p.m. and publishing the notice in the Wahkiakum County Eagle. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and
Cothren. Unanimously approved.
Resolution Closing State Road on Monday, September 16, 2019
Wahkiakum Diking District No. 1 is requesting to close State Road on September 16, 2019 to install a culvert.
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Backman and Strong to approve of Resolution No. 118‐19 a resolution closing
State Road on September 16th from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren.
Unanimously approved.

Commissioner Reports
Commissioner Mike Backman reported on his efforts to reach the property owners that have not completed
their access documents for beach nourishment on North welcome Slough Road; he has talked with two
residents and is attempting to reach the third. Backman also discussed the Coastal Business event held at
the Community Center last week. This entity will help create a business plan and offer loans to qualifying
businesses.
Commissioner Gene Strong spent an afternoon last week with Chuck Beyer, Public Works Director, at the
Cape Horn shoreline for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers pre‐sand placement site visit with the affected
property owners. Strong also attended the Grays River grange meeting to discuss obtaining an historical
designation for the old Rosburg School building; it is the last school building standing on the west end of the
county. Strong will attend the next Johnson Park Board meeting to discuss the idea with them, as well. The
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Fair Board indicated that the attendance was down slightly for this year’s fair. However, the Society for
Creative Anachronism (SCA) held another event at the fairgrounds after the fair and have reserved the fair
grounds for another couple of events next year, too. Lastly, Strong reported on the recent Fire Chief’s
meeting and the upcoming first meeting of the Emergency Preparedness Committee.
Commissioner Dan Cothren has continued working with the Department of Natural Resources. The next
Encumbered Lands meeting will be the end of this week and they are also working on scheduling a tour in
Skamania County regarding the economic impacts of the Endangered Species Act. Lastly, Cothren
commented on cleaning garbage out of the Skamokawa recycling bins.

Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the board, Chair Dan Cothren adjourned the meeting at 9:55
a.m.

Attest: _______________________________
Elizabeth Johnson
Clerk of the Board

September 3, 2019

Approved: ______________________________
Daniel L. Cothren
Chair of the Board
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