Amended Agenda at 3:12:38 PM, on 4/16/2020

Agenda
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
April 21, 2020
9:30 a.m.
To Join Zoom Meeting on your Computer, Tablet, etc., go to the address: https://zoom.us/j/880972233
To Join Zoom Meeting from your Phone - Dial any of the phone numbers below:
1.669.900.6833 // 1.346.248.7799 // 1.929.205.6099 // 1.253.215.8782
And enter the Meeting ID when prompted: 880 972 233

Next Resolution No.
Next Ordinance No.

048‐20
169‐20

9:30 a.m.
Call to Order & Flag Salute
9:32 a.m.
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda
___________________________________________________________________________
9:33 a.m.
Consent Agenda
All matters listed within the Consent Agenda have been distributed to each member of the Board of Wahkiakum County
Commissioners for reading and study, are considered routine, and will be enacted by one motion of the Board with no
separate discussion. If separate discussion is desired, that item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on
the Regular Agenda by request.

A. Regular Meeting Minutes of April 14, 2020
B. Resolution No. 48-20 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds to the ….
C. Voucher Approval
___________________________________________________________________________
9:35 a.m.
Public Comment
(The commissioners are a direct link between citizens and Wahkiakum County. Comments on county programs and
topics of concern are welcome during this portion of the meeting. NOTE: During this portion of the meeting, the public
is encouraged to comment on issues that are not on the agenda for decision action. Public comment is limited to three
minutes per person)

Review Commissioners’ Calendars
9:40 a.m.

New Business
1. Support letter for grant application of Lower Columbia Fish Recovery Board
2. Letter to Governor Requesting the re-classification of Construction Industry as essential

9:45 a.m.

Public Works ~ Chuck Beyer, Director
1. Resolution authorizing the closure of Steamboat Slough Road from April 27 to May 18
for road upgrade work
2. Landscape Maintenance Contract with Elochoman Valley Partners, LLC

9:50 a.m.

Sheriff’s Dept ~ Beau Renfro, DEM Coordinator
1. Interlocal Agreement to provide shared 911 equipment and services

This is a draft agenda. Times on the agenda are estimates and can vary depending on the order of business that comes before the board.
If you have questions regarding the agenda, please contact the Commissioners’ Office at (360) 795-8048.
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9:55 a.m.

District & Superior Courts ~ Judge Heidi Heywood
1. Memorandum of Understanding with the American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees for temporary staff reassignments in Superior and District Courts
in response to the COVID-19 Outbreak

10:00 a.m.

Commissioner Reports

Adjournment
Complete copies of the current Board of Commissioners meeting agenda packet can be viewed at the Board of Commissioners’ office.
Partial agenda packets are posted on the county’s website at https://www.co.wahkiakum.wa.us/AgendaCenter
This meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities.
Please call 360‐795‐8048 if you require special accommodations to participate in this meeting.

This is a draft agenda. Times on the agenda are estimates and can vary depending on the order of business that comes before the board.
If you have questions regarding the agenda, please contact the Commissioners’ Office at (360) 795-8048.

Wahkiakum Board of County Commissioners
District No. 1 Commissioner: Mike Backman
District No. 2 Commissioner: Daniel L. Cothren, Chair
District No. 3 Commissioner: Gene Strong

MINUTES
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
April 14, 2020
Chair Dan Cothren called the regular meeting of the Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners to order on
April 14, 2020, at 9:30 a.m. in the third‐floor public meeting room of the Wahkiakum County Courthouse
located at 64 Main Street in Cathlamet, Washington.
Present: Chair Dan Cothren, Commissioner Mike Backman, Commissioner Gene Strong (remotely), Clerk of
the Board Beth Johnson.
Flag Salute
Chair Dan Cothren led the flag salute.
Regular Meeting Agenda
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Backman and Strong approving the regular meeting agenda for April 14,
2020. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.
Consent Agenda
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Backman and Strong approving the consent agenda for April 14, 2020. Vote:
Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved. The consent agenda contained the following
items:
A. Regular Meeting Minutes of April 7, 2020
B. Resolution No. 47‐20 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Electronic Communications Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers
properly chargeable to said fund in the amount of $169.16
C. Voucher Approval ‐ $ 42,106.79

Public Comment
Chuck Beyer, Public Works Director, advised that the Public Works Department will be requesting to close
Steamboat Slough Road effective April 27 to May 18th for paving work and signage installation. The resolution
will come next week for approval. In addition, Beyer reported that the Washington State Department of
Natural Resources coordinated a regional burn ban for several Southwest Washington counties until April
21st.

April 14, 2020
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Department of Natural Resources
Timber Update
Padraic Callahan, DNR District Manager, provided an update on current and future timber harvests. The 2020
Powder House Sorts sale was originally estimated at approximately $1M, however, the sale is over halfway
completed and the current estimated revenue to the county is $1.3M. These sorts are under contract, so the
prices should not change.
Due to COVID, mills are full of inventory and demand is not keeping up with the supply. Mills are curtailing
operations due to social distancing and other factors.
The 2021 Irish Coffee Sorts sale has a conservative estimate of just shy of $900,000 in revenue to the county.
While the 2022 Elochomotive Sorts sale is estimated at about $1.3M.

Commissioner Reports
Commissioner Mike Backman advised that he had talked with Kessina Lee, WDFW Regional Director,
regarding the reopening of fishing and hunting seasons. Backman then discussed the food bank at Johnson
Park; stating that commodities are still going only to the east end food bank. He requested that CAP take
some commodities to the west end food bank as well. Commissioner Strong will contact CAP regarding this;
Strong has been in contact with Food Lifeline, as well. Lastly, Backman reported on the Weed Board meeting
where they discussed beginning to focus on the milfoil project.
Commissioner Gene Strong reported on attending several COVID update remote meetings. Strong also
commented on the burn ban that was just issued.
Commissioner Dan Cothren reported working on Fish and Wildlife issues as well as working on scheduling the
next Encumbered Lands remote meeting. In addition, he advised that the Lower Columbia Fish Recovery
Board requested a letter of support for the county for their grant application regarding fish habitat
improvement.
The Board then discussed the detrimental effects of closing the construction industry and agreed to prepare
a letter to send to the Governor, requesting him to open the construction field.

Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the board, Chair Dan Cothren adjourned the meeting.

Attest: _______________________________
Elizabeth Johnson
Clerk of the Board

April 14, 2020

Approved: ______________________________
Daniel L. Cothren
Chair of the Board
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